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Explains how explores of the Pacific region expanded geographical knowledge and contributed to

human understanding by generating maps, charts, paintings, and reports. This book covers such

explorers as Bartolomeu Dias, Vasco Nunez de Balboa, Ferdinand Magellan, Alvaro de Mendana,

and James Cook.
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Martha Vail holds an A. B. in history from Smith College and an M.A., M.Phil., and Ph.D., all in

history, from Yale University. A former fellow with the University of Colorado's Center for Humanities

and the Arts and with the Bass Writing Program, Vail has taught history at Yale University and

Tulane University. She served as program officer for the National Faculty for four years, where she
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